Frensham Pond SC - Model Yacht Group 
Newsletter No 11 - July 2011
This is issue number 11 and the Summer Series is underway – but only just. As indicated below, we have been somewhat delayed getting this Series off the ground - to mix a metaphor!

Events and future dates for diaries - in order of importance (in the Editor’s view!)

As most of our members should be aware by now, 2001 is the MYA Centenary. Some local Clubs will join us for sailing and general festivities on Tuesday 19 July 2011 , and this is combined with our traditional (this is its second year!) Summer Picnic. 

After the success of the Summer Picnic in 2010, we are seeking to have a lively and enjoyable event, which includes the same magnificent live musical (well, ukulele/banjo anyway) entertainment as last year. So lets all hope we get some decent weather.

An excellent curry cooked on (or close to) site is being suggested for a Tuesday in September, as a result of seeing the food on offer at the Frensham Fayre a week or so ago. Peter Wallis is canvassing the views of members about the appeal of this event, so please let him have your vote and its feasibility is being researched.

Vintage sailing days. We have one further day booked for our Vintage sailors this year and that is October 11, 2011. The day in May was well attended - and far better attended than we feared due to low publicity levels. 

The Frensham 10 Hour race. This takes place on Saturday 9 July this year and we will again be participating – weed permitting. As many will know, this has been a bit of a problem in the last few weeks and the intention is to keep at least three R/C boats on the water throughout the 10 hours and, although it is not really a race, the endurance sailing aspect will make it a fun day – along with the general party atmosphere at the Club on the day. Peter Wallis is arranging participants. Anne plans to try to log the number of laps completed by each boat – good luck!

Some more regular coaching sessions are planned (on dates shown in the new Calendar) and they will be designed to help all members of all skill levels to get the best out of their boats and to practice starts and race tactics. As far as possible they will be held by the lake rather than in the Clubhouse.

It is also planned to obtain the services of a specialist in our Radios to assist us in setting up and adjusting the increasingly complex 2.4 GHz kit most skippers now have.

New Members  A second and final welcome to the new member whose trailer was in last month’s Newsletter, Keith Mayson. This publication has now obtained exclusive details of his background and career after weeks of painstaking research – actually we just asked Keith. 

He enjoyed all but 40 years in a Bank in many countries, escaping long before the recent unpleasantness with financial crashes etc, so he is probably totally blameless for these events. He served in the RAF during National Service and steered aircraft around the skies while employed in his role in ATC.

He sailed his home-made dinghy on Frensham pond way back and was/is heavily engaged in Cricket and Rugby clubs both as a player (the former) and a referee (the latter) and also in Golf (Hindhead GC). He tried his hand at flying model aircraft and when he then progressed to large model helicopters, he met his match and has now sought refuge in two dimensional R/C yachts. He loves a glass of wine (or two).

Jim Phillips has also joined us in June and he plans to be fully involved once he is able to obtain an IOM, which he hopes to do shortly. Jim’s details are equally exclusively available here and he was another military man, having served in the Royal Navy for 35 years - initially in Daring and Battle class destroyers as a Wireless Telegraphist (25 wpm morse no less) and later using the more modern electronics as a Comms. Officer in the 1980s. As he says, he has got used to coping with anything that flies over, sails on or creeps about under the water! He has frequently taken advantage of the facilities at HMS Mercury for various model boat/warship activities and now lives in Bordon with his wife, Nina - and he has a 9 year old grandson.  He plans to find the time to devote to model sailing, which was so hard to find before retirement. He also dances – just ask Pat C.

Welcome to both and we all hope they have many years of happy and rewarding sailing with us. 

Meeting with the FPSC Commodore & Committee  – this took place on Saturday 18 June and was attended by around 10 MYG members. The purpose of the meeting was to enhance understanding of the MYG and to allow explanation of some changes that are to be made to how our group is run after the resignation of Charles Smith. Our new Chairman/Class Captain is Colin Gilbert and he is handling a few of the matters raised at this meeting with the FPSC Committee on our members’ behalf. 

The Summer Series was due to start on Tuesday 31 May and run to the end of August. It actually started on 7 June after a false start due to an RYA Training event being held on 31 May. Then the weather and weed conspired to make the next few Tuesdays less than perfect - followed by rain/thunder/lightning bringing an end to activities on 28 June at lunchtime. Still, skippers are not downhearted and battle will be joined again on 5 July.

The Alfold Boat Show & Frensham Fayre. 

The former was held on 4/5 June and we had our stand there for the two days. The weather on the first day was passable and attendance was moderately good - but for the second day, the rain arrived and attendance was fairly poor. It was however well worth the effort in the view of those manning the stand, as we did have separate visits from both the current and ex Editor of Marine Modelling, who both seemed interested in our story and the boats we had on show. The montage of photos produced by Tony Bugbird were beautifully displayed on a most professional stand and that was also much admired by many visitors. Yet again it seems the worst fears of our gossip columnists have proved to be ill founded. 

The quality of the bacon butties was very high, which certainly made up for the poor weather on the Sunday. Our thanks are due to all who manned the stand and brought their boats and to all the members who visited it during the two days.

Unfortunately, photos of this event are still to arrive and be wrestled with by your Editor, but will feature in next month’s issue.

Our next appearance in public was at the Frensham Fayre on 18 June. This is the second year we have supported this event but this year it was very wet and windy!
When these events are held and it's wet, it really becomes a battle against the elements but, as the pictures show we did have fun, although our main objective in attending these occasions is to raise awareness of our Group, our hobby and, more especially, to increase membership. The awareness and interest certainly worked as, between Ian Garner's 'A' class and Peter Wallis’s Black Swan there is 90 years - some say that also applies to her skipper! It appears that at some stage during the day, Anne indicated her views (see pic below) on the weather to Ian in the time-honoured fashion!
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Keith, Ian and our Bosun were kept busy answering questions about Radio controlled yachts and, as our display included a Footy, 1OM, 10R and A class, there was plenty to talk over including how we raced at Frensham with a fairly loose handicap system. We explained how useful is time spent with one to one help on all things connected with model yachts. This seemed to generate much interest. 

One very good lead came out of us being at the Fayre. We discovered 'curries from home' who at some future date we propose using for a lunchtime curry on the green – see above.
Our thanks to all who came to assist - even the Shelties were allowed to come!

This what our stand at the Fayre looked like.
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Our two gossip columnists, Quentin Lettuce and Nigel Dumpster have again been active in the last month and they have dragged up their usual collection of unfounded gossip and ghastly innuendo. 

A full investigation was held (as forecast last month) into the recent abortive start to the Summer Series. As also forecast last month, no serious conclusions were reached - so the culprit will escape punishment. Typical!

Roger Pearce is rumoured to now be dining at Old Peoples’ Homes – at least when he is in Wales! It appears that he visited a top Golf Club in the Porthcawl area (Royal Porthcawl GC, it is rumoured) for an evening meal but, due to poor light and general confusion, ended up at a nearby Old Peoples’ Home, where a fine meal was had. The incorrect venue was not noticed until the end of the dinner – no doubt much to the delight of the residents, some of whom may well be swelling our list of members before long. Just goes to show how careful you need to be when travelling abroad.

As previewed last month, a “Clunk/Sorry” (or Cake) reduction target for all future racing days has been considered by the powers that be - but it was felt apparently that the carrot was preferable to the stick. Therefore it is rumoured that in future, anyone completing a race without any infringements will receive a raw carrot.

Those who are familiar with boating generally are aware of the reason why the sloping concrete ramp into the water near our Coot’s nest is called a slipway. Peter Wallis is not only aware but he proved why it has this graphic name by failing to launch his A Class as smoothly as he would have wished and ended up with a very wet posterior. Still, Anne’s cakes and some tea restored his equilibrium.

It seems that one of our members (Graham Whitehead) has turned sleuth and unearthed the previously elusive owner of the mould of the Canterbury J Class boats in Nottingham – the boat that we saw at the recent Vintage Day and that Roger Pearce brings along when weed is thought to be a problem. He has attracted a good level of interest in starting a group of these lovely yachts, so give it another year or so and we should see some progress!

Sadly, out baby Coots perished it appears at the hands (or some other parts of the body) of a Pike or Fox or Mink etc. However all is not total gloom on the wildlife front as our main Swan couple still have their original eight cygnets intact and they are starting to explore away from their parents’ direct supervision already. 

It is rumoured (surely, you cannot be serious – a good topical Wimbledon quip!) that a Round the Lake cruise is being planned for the near future. This will apparently involve sailing all around the outside of all the big boat marks and anyone completing the course will receive an award for being completely potty! Any suggestions that this will be held during the Sailing Club’s 10 Hour race are unfounded. Still, arrangements for obtaining high-powered binoculars and better glasses for all skippers are already well advanced and the rescue boat will be fully fuelled in anticipation. 

Any future gossip to the Editor please who will pass it on to Quentin and Nigel.

The Shed/Pavilion

The stock of useful bits and pieces of boat and rig kit is in situ. The official Shed/Pavilion man is Pat Reed. If you have any comments or requests about it please let him know. If you wish to store anything (except a boat’s hull), please also notify Pat.

MYG Website

As you will see on our website, there is general Club information, results, useful links, photo galleries etc and further developments will occur over time. So, if you need to find out about an event and when it is happening or what the latest news is, this is where you should look - frenshampondmodelyachtgroup.org/    ….so please bookmark the site now.  

Many thanks to Tony Bugbird for his photographic skills - as exhibited in the banner across the top of each webpage.
Boats and kit for sale and wanted

There are now three boats offered on the website, one of which is Roger Pearce’s One Metre Wotsit and now this is joined by two further IOMs from Pat Cushing. Please keep your ears open for any possible interest.

Any more items for sale or wanted to Paul Brooks (Editor) please.
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