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Spring Series  
2019 racing 
The 2019 Spring 

Series has now ended 
with the Big Boats 
winner being our 
newest member 

Geoff Watchorn (see 
page 10) - and the 

IOM winner being 
Roger Pearce.  
The trial racing 

arrangements as 

discussed at the 2019 
AGM (only one class 

on the water at a 
time) was run most 

effectively and 
seemed to enhance 
the enjoyment of all 
the  skippers. If you 

have a comment 
about this please 

voice it!

NEWSLETTER

The last Trip/Outing was in May…. 
…..to Biggin Hill and the next one is our annual 
trip on the Thames Barge Alice on 4 September. 
This is now fully booked via the usual good of-
fices of Peter Wallis. Book now for 2020!

As ever, choosing the destinations for 
these most enjoyable trips is not the pri-
vate preserve of any one - so if you have an 
idea please pass it on and it will no doubt 
be made to happen.

A different form of trans-
port from the usual has 
been chosen for the first 
pic this time. This is a 
Spitfire recently restored 
at the Heritage hangar at 
Biggin Hill - which was 
the place selected for the 
last MYG trip on 22 May 
(see page 3 below).
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Race Officers for the next few weeks 
Tuesday 11 June - Messrs C Pearce & Martin
Tuesday 18 June - Messrs R Pearce & Whitehead
Tuesday 25 June- Messrs Renn & Stichbury
Tuesday 2 July - Messrs Royse & Cooper
Tuesday 9 July - SUMMER PICNIC
Please check that you are able to do your 
RO Duty on the days shown and seek help 
if you cannot.

The Summer Picnic 2019 
This  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday  9  July  - 
when the sun always shines and the winds 
are kind. The arrangements for this will be 
publicised never the time but it is undoubt-
edly going to be as enjoyable as ever.  The 
same catering arrangements will be in place 
as last year - cost £10 a head.

Ten hour Race - Saturday 29 June 
This event is organised by the main club and is great fun - and this year will undoubtedly be no 
different. 
It starts at 09.00 and continues (unsurprisingly) for 10 hours. We have our own MYG racing/
sailing area in the usual place near the windsock - thereby avoiding any conflict with the 
dinghies who change over crews every hour from the pontoons either side of our area. This 
year we will be aggregating everyone’s lap numbers and devising a way to reflect that number in 
a charitable donation as agreed. Everyone is welcome to come along and either observe, bar-
rack, suggest improvements and even sail. It is best if a steady stream of members come along 
during the day so that we don’t run out at any time. It is expected that we will try to last the 
full 10 hours but may well fail!

If you wish to join in please register your interest and preferred time for attendance with either 
Keith Parrott or Paul Brooks. Thank you. 

Our Welfare Officer (Peter Wallis) reports this time as follows: 
Firstly, Mark Greenwood is home again but is still not fully recovered. Bryan Stichbury and Jim 
Philips are both greatly improved as those who have met them recently will testify. Our recent ex-
member Derek Lance is also progressing but is still unable to visit us pondside.
Keith Mayson was taken poorly while away in Portugal and is still not fully recovered after a short stay 
in hospital in the UK. Tony Dunn has also spent time going backwards and forwards to hospital for 
tests and these have not yet been completed.
Peter will endeavour to keep tabs on our members and keep us informed - without intruding on any-
one’s privacy of course. Our best wishes to all who have been/are indisposed at present.
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Our latest trip was to Biggin Hill…. 
….but more specifically to the Heritage Hangar (No 10) where a group of enthusiasts, volunteers and 
undoubted experts in their fields restore a variety of WW2 aircraft - predominantly Spitfires. There are 
some others including a Me109 and lots of old bicycles etc - but the undoubted stars of the show are 
the Spitfires of which there are about five in various stages of restoration. We toured the hangar with a 
guide who was so expert that he knew all about the planes, their model numbers and history even 
though he cannot have been born until most had already become items of historical interest!

Guess who is the oldest?

After the tour - and a chance to see the Spitfire doing the flying duties on the day taking off, landing 
(with the wonderful sound of the Merlin engine!) and getting ready for further flights - we were given the 
opportunity to accompany the friends of the latest Spitfire passenger in a small 8 seater. Three of our 
number took this opportunity. 
This small plane flies from Biggin Hill and is then “escorted” by the Spitfire on duty that day with its 
lucky passenger in the rear seat and they fly so close to each other (to enable photos to be taken) that 
each can probably read the other’s instruments! The peel-off by the Spitfire at the end of the short flight 
is quite memorable. Once the visit ended there was of course a chance to swap thoughts in a local pub 
(The Jail!) for lunch before setting off back round the lovely M25. A great day was had by all ten visitors.
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Dragon Force 6S news 

We now have around 16 DF6Ss in the club.  All 16 skippers have taken part in the Trophy series 
races although in the 8 races of the 2018/19 year we had only 6-8 boats taking part and we hope 
to do better this season.
Mike Christie was awarded the trophy, convincingly winning 6 of the 8 races followed by Gra-
ham Whitehead with 5 second places and one third. 
Tuesday 4th June saw the late start of the 2019/20 season; holidays, weather and illness stopped 
us running earlier events.
From September 2019 we will allow A+ rigs to take part.  This will give all skippers time to ac-
quire rigs if they so wish.  We will see if handicapping is required after a few non-series trials.  
Our race days are usually run on free days and we have skippers who also participate in the 
small and big boat races.  I notify the DF skippers before the planned events.
Good luck all and please do support the series races.

Tony Schlaeppi

The MYG at the recent FPSC Open day
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Next we have what is now a regular item contributed by our resident expert beekeeper - John Davies
Beekeeping 

The months of April, May and June are important for beekeeping and are often different year to year.  A 
Bee Farmer has observed though that in their experience this year has been the most challenging in the 
last ten years.  February was warm and benign but cool conditions followed in March and April.  The 
stop start weather has had the bees guessing and the cool weather was unsuitable for beekeepers to look 
in and inspect the colonies.  There have been many swarms and honey stores are not building at the usu-
al rate.
In contrast the mason bees have done exceptionally well.  In four years of participating in the red mason 
bee guardian scheme, this is the first year that all the nesting tubes put out have been filled already and 
more nesting tubes have been needed.The nesting tubes are cardboard tubes with a thin paper liner .  At 
the end of the summer, the paper liner is removed and posted back under the scheme.  About 20 co-
coons come in the post the next spring to start the season and are put in the release chamber seen at the 
top of the photograph.  It is that simple. Mason bees are excellent pollinators and benefit gardens and 
orchards. Now is a good time to join the guardian scheme for next year.  [https://www.masonbees.co.uk/
bee-guardians].

In the last newsletter I suggested a look at information on the Asian hornet - an unwelcome immigrant.  
So far this year there have been sightings in the Channel Isles but nothing YET on the mainland.  In 
April I attended a ‘Bee Health Day’ run by the National Bee Unit.  As honey is a food, bee health and 
diseases are taken seriously. There are two notifiable diseases.  European Foul Brood and American Foul 
Brood.  People were curious about the latter because the pond is a bit wide for a bee. Well apparently, 
American Foul Brood was introduced to this country when at the end of the WW2, jars of American 
honey were left about for the bees to clean up.  So, the internet and global trade aren’t the only way un-
welcome ‘immigrants’ get introduced.
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Astronomy – Occasional Jottings 3 
Seeing a famous satellite 

A change this month from the distances to stars (which I will conclude next time) to something that’s more like-
ly to fascinate your grandchildren – useful during half term breaks and summer holidays.

Most youngsters (and adults too) are totally unaware of the hundreds of satellites and other pieces of space junk 
circling over our heads every second of the day.  Most objects are small and dim – though still visible if you look 

carefully – but one stands out as the brightest and most famous of all, the International Space Station or ISS.  
The orbit of the ISS changes constantly, partly because the Earth is rotating beneath it and partly because its 

height varies quite widely over time.  The result is that there can be periods of about 7-10 days when it is impos-
sible to see it at all but this is followed by a week or so when sightings (called passes) are very easy, with some-

times 3 or 4 in a single night.
So how do you know when and where to look?  The best way is to log on to a totally free website called Heavens 

Above (https://www.heavens-above.com) and register with a user name and password.  I recommend that you 
also register your location (your nearest town will be good enough) because it needs this information to predict 
the visible passes applicable to you.  The site offers many options but to start with just click on “ISS”.  A new 

screen opens showing you something like this:

Brightness Start  Highest point End                                     Pass type 
(mag) Time Alt. Az. Time Alt. Az. Time Alt. Az. 

22 May -3.8 00:08:28 10° W 00:11:47 82° N 00:14:15 17° E visible
22 May -2.6 01:45:05 10° W 01:46:56 28° W 01:46:56 28° W visible

    22 May   -3.7     21:41:05     10°  WSW 21:44:20 56° SSE 21:47:35 10° E visible
22 May -3.8 23:17:34 10° W 23:20:52 80° N 23:24:12 10° E visible
23 May -3.9 00:54:10 10° W 00:57:19 64° SW 00:57:19 64° SW visible

This may look a bit complicated at first but it is actually easy to follow.  In the top row we see that on 22 May the 
ISS will have a magnitude of -3.8 (the more negative the number the brighter the object) and this is brighter than 

Venus or Jupiter at their brightest.  The pass will start at just after 8mins past midnight and the 10deg under 
Alt(itude) means it will be low down in the West, just above the rooftops. The ISS will reach its highest point in 
the sky 3-4 mins later when its Alt will be 82deg (or nearly direct overhead) and its direction will be towards the 
north.  The pass will end around 14 mins after midnight towards the East.  The Alt shown at the end (17deg) is 
some way above the horizon meaning that the ISS then enters the Earth’s shadow, becoming invisible.  This is 

usually worth seeing because the ISS turns deep red for a few seconds as it experiences its own sunset.
The second pass in the table is very different and most people wouldn’t bother trying to see it.  Why?  Well, it 
starts at nearly 2am; it is only 28deg high even at its highest (so may not appear over tree tops or nearby roofs); 

and it goes into eclipse at the same time.  So the visible pass only lasts from 1:45:05 until 01:46:56 – barely a cou-
ple of minutes in total.

The third pass starts at 21:41, is fairly high at max and lasts for over 6 minutes – ideal for youngsters.  So once 
you get used to it, the ISS table can be really informative.  And if you are travelling abroad to stay with family 
then you can use the start page to set future viewing dates and locations and know exactly what will be visible 

during your stay.  Do give Heavens Above a try.
Finally, I welcome feedback on these occasional articles and also on suggestions for future ones.

Andy Andrews
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Three weeks floating around Japan - by Tony Schlaeppi 

Why Japan? – hadn’t been before- something new and different? Fed up with holidays living out of suit-
cases and in and out of hotels so a cruise seemed to be the answer. We flew to Tokyo with Etihad for a 
three night stay in the Sunshine City Hotel - memorable here was our introduction to Japanese super 
loos with heated seats and all manner of quirky washing and drying mechanisms. 

Tokyo is approached from its airport through an 11 km. tunnel which makes our feted 3km Hindhead 
effort pretty puny. The city was not quite as we expected - not so clean and high tech, a bit like Boston 
with more crowds and traffic. Visited a lovely garden where a group of gardeners were on their hands 
and knees picking out sub-standard blades of grass on the lawns.  

Day two took us to Hakone with a lake cruise and a cable car up a volcano. A lovely day with views of 
Mt. Fuji - a bonus because it is usually under clouds. Rode the bullet train back to Tokyo (it is never 
called that in Japan - it’s the Shinkansen).  We were on a stopping train, so never hit more than 120mph. 
More exciting was standing on the platform for 20 minutes seeing half a dozen fly through at 200mph! 
The guard passed through our carriage bowing to us entering and leaving. Must suggest this courtesy to 
ASLEF. 

Next  morning  we  boarded  the  Diamond Princess.  The  ship  was  actually  built  in  Nagasaki  and  I 
thought we might have four foot long beds with low cabin doors but it’s a pretty standard 2,000 pas-
senger ship. After a day and night at sea we arrived at Busan, South Korea. All cruise ships seem to call 
there - suspect for cheap tendering…  An excursion took us on a mile long trudge to the APEC building 
built in 2004 for the meeting of the heads of state of all the Pacific Rim countries (Putin was there).  
Next stop was described as the most beautiful temple in Korea, it might have been without the fes-
toons of lights hanging from scaffolding poles. We learnt later they were for Buddha’s birthday though 
we didn’t know how old he was. We had been warned about the 108 steps up to the temple but not the 
half mile approach through market stalls selling souvenirs and weird flattened octopi and strawberry 
kebabs.  

Another day at sea exploring the ship with a little golf putting green on the top deck next to the night 
club. A lecture on our next port of call in the 1,500 seat theatre where the evening shows were West 
End quality - then the afternoon Captain’s cocktail party (but only for Wendy who has a coveted plat-
inum guest card, mine is lowly Ruby!). The couple who completed the most cruises with Princess were 
prize winners, they had suffered 1,475 sea days or about 4 years of their lives on board! 

Our northerly port of Aomori has the greatest snowfall of any city in the world: 8 metres in one week 
has been recorded . The main highways have miles of electrically-raised steel blinds that keep the snow 
from drifting across the roads. This was the highlight of the cruise - a visit to Hirosaki Castle to see the 
Sakura or cherry blossom. We had missed the flowering further south but hit the blossom at its peak 
walking through tunnels of blossom here - really beautiful. 
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Now sailing down the east coast to Miyako. This is the very first time a cruise ship has docked here. The town 
was destroyed by the 2011 tsunami and is still being rebuilt. Only 60 of its 600 strong fishing fleet survived. Not a 
happy place to live. (In 1933 the town was completely destroyed by an offshore earthquake.) The town was clearly 
delighted to welcome us, the pier was full of stalls and entertainment, welcome banners etc. and in the afternoon 
the Japanese drummers performed. The Mayor thanked us innumerable times for coming. The huge car park was 
full of the cars of local people who had come to see the ship and they waved us off with more drums, light sticks 
and flags - a tremendous send off. 

Another day at sea before arriving back at Yokohama ( Tokyo ) where most of our fellow passengers disembarked 
and were replaced by around a thousand Japanese guests. The ship is now 85-90% Japanese. Menus have changed 
quite a bit to cater for them. No problems for us because we were never seated with them! They were, like those 
we had met in Tokyo, very charming and polite. Meeting them going to and fro along the cabin corridors though, 
they would pass us without a greeting, with heads down. Whether this was a mark of subservience or perhaps of 
disdain for us heathen westerners we did not know. 

After a return visit to Busan we made our final dock at Nagasaki in the far south. The home of the Diamond 
Princess - built there in 2004.  Another great welcome and later send off (for the ship and not us probably).  Our 
excursion there was to Ground Zero, the Peace Park and the Atomic Bomb museum. Ground Zero was the site 
where the plutonium bomb detonated 500 metres above ground. 74 thousand souls died instantly and another 150 
thousand in the years following. Although the story of the event was told in the museum explicitly and graphical-
ly - such as Churchill’s meeting with General Macarthur when the decision to drop the first bomb on Hiroshima 
was taken - no reference was made to the reasons and need for the atomic bombings. 

From start to home the journey back took 32 hours - too long to contemplate a return visit. We enjoyed the holi-
day but anyone thinking of a cruise around Japan should know that in two and a half weeks we saw very little of 
the Japanese landscape.   
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MYG use of FPSC Website 
Jon Maslin has arranged with the main club that we can insert a link to a library of interesting 
MYG pics/photos etc. 
This will be populated by some of Tony Schlaeppi’s finest and by many others too - so if you 
have any interesting pics of Radio yachts,  please watch out for this link in the next few 
weeks.

Classic v Modern Big Boats 
Rod Evans has compiled a list of all our members’ Ten raters and divided their birth dates be-
tween this century and last! There are roughly equal numbers in each category and when time 
and holidays etc permit, the racing results will be split into these two sub-classes.
Initially this will be for interest only but it could be developed to produce more equal racing 
results.
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Warm welcome to all our new Members 
Our latest arrival is Geoff Watchorn. He is from Australia but has lived in UK for 40+yrs. He has 
owned J24,Dragon, Etchells, Soling yachts and has participated in World Champs in all classes as 
well as 6 mtrs. He has only recently stopped helming the Fife 15 mtre "Lady Ann” in the Mediter-
ranean classic regattas (1:19.2 replicas of which can be seen frequently at Frensham of course!). He 
used to sail a Bantock Marblehead at Chemsford when he lived in London.
He has purchased a Waliki Skalpel sail No 5089 & hopes to be a regular at Frensham.
Welcome to Geoff and all new members.

Boats for Sale 
Tony Schlaeppi is selling his Bantock designed and built Red Wine (pic above) - complete 
with three suits of sails, RX, battery and servos. It is thought to be about 20 years old and has a won-
derful MYG parentage (David Hawkins et al). It is on sale for £250.

Clive Cooper is selling his Ten Rater as shown on the MYA website. 
It is a John Taylor-designed prototype Sonix, built by Damian Ackroyd in 2018 of carbon & kevlar and 
is complete with A+B conventional carbon rigs and a plastic rig bag, Housemartin sails, PJ winch, ser-
vo and stand. No transmitter/receiver. Immaculate condition. This lovely boat is on offer for £850.

Derek Lance still has for sale his Isis 1 IOM. It has 3 sets of sails in a sail box, the Transmitter is a 
Spectrum Dx6i with cover for those cold days, plus any bits and pieces required. The boat was refur-
bished about 2-3 years ago and has not been sailed significantly since then. Price £550. 
Please contact Derek or your Editor.

Peter Wallis has for sale a Classic Marblehead by Chris Dicks.
He needs more space so she needs a new custodian........................
Built late 1970 - with 3 sets of sails and nearly new winch and rudder servo. Offers around £250.
Peter Wallis  phwallis@btinternet.com or 07785 780372

Biggin Hill Spitfire - May 2019


