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NEWSLETTER
The last Trip/Outing was on 2 October 2019…… 
…..on a Canal Boat from Aldermaston Wharf, which is report-
ed and pictured below.
As ever, choosing the destinations for these most enjoyable 
trips is not the private preserve of anyone - so if you have an 
idea please pass it on and it will no doubt be made to happen.

The Autumn Series 2019 ended on Tuesday 22 October and the winners were Roger Pearce 
for the IOMs and Paul Brooks for the Big Boats. It is hoped everyone enjoyed the competition 
and congratulations to our winners and indeed all competitors.
The next (Frostbite) Series begins on Tuesday 5 November.

Members and their progress towards full fitness has occupied our Welfare Officer (Peter Wal-
lis) extensively of late and his report looks like this.
Mark Greenwood was due for an operation in October but after much delay he still awaits the 
main operation. He was in Queen Alexandra’s, Portsmouth for 10 days until 27 October and did 
not enjoy the experience greatly! 
Chris Robb still has some more work to be done on his two severed (but re-attached) fingers af-
ter his yachting accident in Greece in the Summer and he also popped into hospital a week or so 
ago for a heart etc checkup but found it all rather chaotic!
Peter Martin has been summoned to hospital for some artery/stent work to be done - but he is 
assured that it is pretty routine and should enable him to return fully refreshed shortly.
Tony Dunn continues with his treatment at Guildford et al and did not enjoy the removal of the 
latest set of stitches. He continues to improve however.
Derek Lance however, is a beacon of hope in all this gloom, as he has returned to the MYG after 
a year or so away recovering - and looks all the better for it. Good wishes to all.

Another report on our Bees 
The latest article has been received about what our local (and indeed International) bees are up 
to at present - and here it is.  Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz. 
Actually I did get something from our B Correspondent, John D - but it was much less warm and 
cuddly! He will however be telling us in the next edition about over-wintering our bees.
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Leavers and Joiners 
As mentioned above, we are delighted to welcome back Derek Lance after a short absence and 
he will be joining the Dragon fleet (thanks to the very kind offer from Pat Reed to store the boat 
for him).
The other recent joiner is Richard Wilson - with the toothy emblem on his red IOM’s bow. He 
joins us after looking locally for the best fit with his needs - and then wisely chose Frensham! He 
lives just to the NW of Newbury, so has quite a drive each Tuesday.
Welcome to them both.
On the other side of the balance sheet, we have lost Tony Anderson and Andy Andrews - so 
we have no A’s in our member list at all now. We are sorry to see them go and wish Andy especial-
ly a better back than he has had for a while, which forms a significant part of his reason for leav-
ing. We are grateful for his Astronomical articles to this Newsletter each edition and the latest is 
shown below. Many thanks Andy and we all hope you enjoy the other pursuits to which you plan 
to devote your time.

Rod Evans - RIP 
As members will know, Rod very sadly 
died unexpectedly in early August and his 
memorial service was held on 10 October 
at a lovely, ancient and tiny church near 
Pulborough. The eulogy was beautifully 
delivered in tandem by his two sons (Oliv-
er & William) and the congregation was 
treated to readings in their original lan-
guage forms as requested by Rod -  which 
proved a challenge to some readers!
A wake was then held in the Leconfield 
hall, Petworth with a number of photos 
showing Rod’s life from childhood to 
when we knew him as he joined the MYG 
in 2012.

Nick’s Knots IOM event 
This annual event was held on 11 September and was won by Dave Andrews from London MYC 
with his Sedici - followed by Theo Galyer from Emsworth (V9) and Phil Holliday from Datchet 
(Britpop). A windward/leeward course was set for rather fluky winds which only rarely reached 
the teens in knots. Nevertheless all contestants enjoyed a good day of racing and congratulation 
to the worthy winners.

RO Duties in next few weeks are: 
5 November - Messrs Maslin & Stichbury
12 November  - Messrs Haine & Schlaeppi/
Christie
19 November - Messrs Parrott & Cooper
26 November - Messrs Pearce C & Warburton
3 December - Messrs Pearce R & Brock
10 December - CHRISTMAS LUNCH - 
please (as per his email of 20 October) let 
Nick Royse know that you are coming with 
or without partner - and indeed what you 
wish to eat.  
It is to be held as last year at the Farnham 
House hotel on the A31 between Farnham 
and Alton.
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The MYA will hold its AGM ……..
……..at Datchet Water Radio Sailing Club, Queen Mother Reservoir, Horton Road, Slough. SL3 
9NT, and will commence at 13.45 hrs (that is a quarter to two pm) on Saturday 30 November 
2019. A Trade show starts at 10am and this is followed by the AGM itself.
The decision was made to move the AGM around the country to assist people in attending in 
good numbers. Previously it has been held at Birmingham etc but this is the closest to us at 
Frensham - so if you are able to get there it could be a useful and lively debate apparently! Most 
people think an AGM is likely to be boring and repetitive - but this one will probably be differ-
ent.
Frensham MYG and four other Clubs have joined together to put a proposal to the MYA about 
reducing subscription rates for 2020 and beyond, so if you support the idea please come along 
and say so. If you don’t support it, please come along and say so too.
Please do not forget that MYA is run entirely by volunteers and more are required on a regular 
basis, so if you fancy volunteering please tell someone. 

Above left is shown the latest punishment meted out to a MYG member for some minor rule infraction (small 
prize for saying who it is in blue) and right is a mighty lock encountered by the intrepid Canal cruisers (p 7).
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RG65/Dragon Force group 
As most will know, one of the strongest parts of the MYG, in terms of numbers of boats, is the DF group. They 
regularly get around a dozen (which is 12 for the imperially/metrically challenged!) boats on the line at the Western 
end of the lake. Tony Schlaeppi is their Captain and although he is also a renowned Ten Rater skipper too (No 43), 
he spends a lot of time with his smaller boat. This group contains many members who have previously sailed/raced 
bigger boats, those who have recently joined us and the RC sport with a Dragon - and other Corinthian spirits. 
Their Season is now concentrating on a year-long Series, the complexity of whose Rules defeat your humble Editor 
- but seem to produce a result every so often. He reports as follows: 
The group now has 18 Dragon skippers. In the last two trophy races there were 10 boats on the 
water - quite a fleet. After some debates democracy ruled so that we are now allowed to sail with 
any rig to include the popular A+ sets (spot the differences A and A+  in the photo on p 9). Since 
June 2019 we have adopted a new format for our Dragon Trophy races. Each Tuesday we run just 
three races at 11am. To date 10 race days have produced 30 races with five different winners - al-
though Mike Christie is now leading. At the end of the season in December two discards will be 
allowed for each skipper producing what we hope will a fair final ranking for the trophy. 

…and now for something completely different. Nobody should go for long without a look at a 15 
Metre or even better a gaggle thereof - so here it is below. This is about 75% of the World’s 
population of 15 Metres!
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Frensham Pond MYG - Honours Board at November 2019

Spring 
Big 

boats

Summer 
Big boats

Autumn 
Big boats

Frostbite 
Big boats

Spring 
IOMs

Summer 
IOMs

Autumn 
IOMs

Frostbite 
IOMs

Broom-
stick RG65 

Dragon

2010 Ian 
Garner

Ian Garner Roger 
Pearce

Ian Garner Roger 
Pearce

Colin Gil-
bert

Ian Garner Keith Par-
rott

2011 Ian 
Garner

Peter Wal-
lis

Roger 
Pearce

Ian Garner Roger 
Pearce

Peter 
Mitchell

Graham 
Whitehead

Roger 
Pearce

2012 Roger 
Pearce

Graham 
Whitehead

Roger 
Pearce

Graham 
Whitehead

Nick Royse Roger 
Pearce

Peter 
Mitchell

Tim Nice

2013 Roger 
Pearce

Ian Garner Ian Garner Ian Garner Tim Nice Peter 
Mitchell

Mike 
Christie

Nick Royse

2014 Ian 
Garner

Graham 
Whitehead

Roger 
Pearce

Paul 
Brooks

Peter 
Mitchell

Roger 
Pearce

Nick Royse Roger 
Pearce

Richard 
Baldey

2015 Roger 
Pearce

Graham 
Whitehead

Roger 
Pearce

Not held Mike 
Christie

Nick 
Royse

Nick Royse Not held Peter 
Mitchell

2016 Roger 
Pearce

Rodney 
Evans

Roger 
Pearce

Not held Mike 
Christie

Roger 
Pearce

Nick Royse Not held Rod Evans

2017 Nick 
Royse

Peter 
Mitchell

Ian Garner Roger 
Pearce

Mike 
Christie

Nick 
Royse

Barry White Barry White John Stur-
geon

2018 Roger 
Pearce

Peter 
Mitchell

Roger 
Pearce

Peter 
Mitchell

Chris 
Pearce

Roger 
Pearce

Roger 
Carter

John Haine Roger 
Pearce

2019 Geoff 
Wat-
chorn

Roger 
Pearce

Paul 
Brooks

Roger 
Pearce

Nick 
Royse

Roger 
Pearce

Paul 
Brooks

The Honours Board  above was published last time in this Newsletter mainly to try to ensure it was 
correct! This time, the same (final) attempt is being made to ensure its veracity. Any errors to the Editor 
please.
Next time, the Dragons will figure once your Editor can persuade the Dragon Authorities to divulge the 
data.
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Astronomy – Occasional Jottings 4 
A Matter of Life and Death – and a kind of farewell

Recently an MYG member asked me a question about the Sun and its age, and the conversation led on to 
the general subject of stars’ lives.
The very early universe was mainly hydrogen and it was not ‘smooth’ and homogeneous.  If it had been 
the universe’s gravity would have been the same everywhere and it could not have evolved to give us stars, 
planets, plants or MYG members and their boats.  Instead, the early universe was very slightly uneven or 
lumpy, creating tiny variations in gravity here and there that were just strong enough to attract some of 
the hydrogen to slowly clump together into vast, diffuse clouds.
Each cloud then had even more local gravity to attract even more hydrogen; a process that could repeat 
itself until there was enough compressed gas to create a star.  If the amount of gas in the vicinity was very 
high then a very large star would form but, if the amount of gas was small, only a small star could be cre-
ated.
Either way, as a potential star continued to shrink due to gravity the temperature and pressure at its cen-
tre (the core) slowly rose until it was high enough to allow hydrogen to form helium in a process called 
nuclear fusion.  Fusion creates vast amounts of heat, light and fast-moving particles that do their best to 
escape from the core, thereby creating an outward pressure.  Quite quickly, this outward pressure bal-
ances the inward gravitational pressure and the star settles down to a sometimes long period of equilibri-
um and stability.  So how long do stars last?
You might think that very large stars would last the longest but actually the opposite is true.  Sadly for 
them, their huge mass means that their cores are also huge, leading them to ‘burn’ their nuclear fuel at a 
prodigious rate and become super-hot (so they tend to look blue in the night sky).  A giant star like Rigel 
(shining brightly at bottom right of Orion) was formed around 8 million years ago (when humans were 
just coming down from the trees) and has already burned up most of its hydrogen.  Like all large stars, 
Rigel will end its days by exploding dramatically as a supernova, forming heavy elements in its final mo-
ments that then get spattered throughout space.  For Rigel this might have happened already – but it is 
so far away that its light hasn’t got here yet – but it’s more likely to happen in the next million years.
By contrast, our Sun is a rather small star; it was formed nearly 5 billion years ago; it burns its fuel rela-
tively slowly, is cooler (yellow/orange rather than blue), and is only about half way through its life.  This is 
important because life takes time to evolve, and our Sun has given us that time.  Our solar system as a 
whole has also benefited by condensing out in a part of the universe containing debris from some of 
those earlier large stars that have already lived and died.  So it is from their bones and ashes that the iron 
in our blood, the gold in our jewellery, the titanium in our white paint, the uranium in our power stations 
and the calcium in our bones were sourced.  When Carl Sagan said “We are all made of star stuff” this is 
what he had in mind.  Today we are rather lucky to live in a largely calm part of an otherwise violent uni-
verse…
Finally, some of you will know that I have not renewed my membership of MYG and that I am 
saying goodbye to sailing.  While I will not be pondside regularly in future I have been invited to 
visit from time to time and Paul says he will publish further astronomical jottings if members are 
interested and let me know their questions.  I have hugely enjoyed the good friendship, banter 
and helpful advice from everyone during my membership and thank you all warmly for it. Happy 
sailing to all!
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Excalibur/Team Britannia 
This may well only conjure up Arthurian thoughts in most minds - but there is another, as avid 
readers of this publication will know!
In a previous Newsletter edition mention was made of Alan Priddy and his successful plan to ren-
ovate Lively lady of Sir Alec Rose fame. After this lovely wooden yacht was made beautiful again 
in September 2018, Alan turned his attention to breaking the Round the World powerboat record 
- as one does! 
A number of MYG members visited the site where Excalibur was being built in March 2019 and 
were most impressed with her - as reported in Edition 2019/2 - prophetically (?) dated 1 April 
2019. Since then she has progressed steadily until she was “soft launched” last month. She will be 
officially and formally launched shortly and looks like the pix below.
Those who attended the visit last March were especially interested and in many cases amazed by 
the plan to propel Excalibur on her voyage by a mixture of diesel oil (just like you get at the local 
garage pump) and water (just like you get when you desalinate sea water in your onboard desalina-
tion machine) - plus a few minor additives which probably make all the difference. The thoughts 
that this scheme was a wind-up have now evaporated and we all wish Alan and his team a most 
successful record attempt once it begins - probably in Spring 2020. 
I must admit I wouldn’t fancy the idea of motoring rapidly RTW in a big aluminium boat with 
about a dozen crew - but with beds and loos for about three! If you then add that the whole thing 
is based on motors powered by mixing diesel and water……..!
Still, we all wish Alan and his band of daring volunteers (some of whom are disabled of course) the 
very best of luck beating the current Kiwi-held record.
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The latest Narrowboat trip 
This voyage took place on Wednesday 2 October and involved navigating from Aldermaston 
Wharf eastwards towards Newbury - and a lunch at the Spring Inn at Sulhamstead. 
The dayboat used for this epic voyage was not the usual 500 foot long monster so beloved of 
canal travellers but was a mere 40 odd feet long and was able to turn anywhere on the canal - not 
only in a winding hole. 
We arrived ready for action soon after 9am and after a short delay to allow the recharging of the 
boat’s battery, we set off. The traditional breakfast was served of bacon/mushroom bap with 
Buck’s Fizz and the weather obliged magnificently all day. The three locks and a similar number 
of swing bridges were negotiated smoothly by the crack crew of nine and there were no hitches 
of significance at all. Lunch was taken a great pub which was only a 5 minute walk from the 
mooring point there - but 10 minutes back. 
On our travels, we met a “Garage boat” which was hugely long and full of all the sort of stuff that 
a motor car garage has to repair and renew cars - but in this case the applicable vehicles were 
canal narrowboats. Besides the expected fuel there were ropes, a welding kit, tools of every sort 
and a skipper who negotiated his leviathan through the lock rather more deftly than even our 
crack crew managed with our tiddler!
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 Top  is a gaggle 
(correct collective 
noun?) of Drag-
ons on the start 
line as mentioned 
on page 4. Bot-
tom is the Nar-
rowboat crew of 
nine - minus the 
photographer -  
in this case, Peter 
W.


