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NEWSLETTER

To all MYG members - we are back and all is well 
All is back to normal with sailing resuming and very few if any restrictions on our activities any more. So 
that is all good and although we have lost a good number of racing days and the Open events scheduled 
in early 2021, we do have the Nick’s Knots IOM Open on Wednesday 15 September to which to look 
forward.
We have a number of new members to whom we extend a very warm welcome with hopes that they all 
enjoy their sailing with us. 
The more eagle-eyed among you will have seen that the header now says “Frensham Pond RSG”, which 
means Radio Sailing Group. As a result of the members’ voting held last April, this change was approved 
on 11 May. It is felt that this new name removes the tinge of “Toy boats” and is certainly in line with the 
trend in the UK Radio Sailing community. It may take a while before all the official paperwork gets 
changed. 

To emphasise the variety of our ac-
tivities here is a pic of the recent 
Vintage Model Yacht Group day at 
Frensham - with a huge selection of 
old boats and skippers. This was 
organised by Peter Wallis and was a 
great success for all concerned. It 
was a little breezy for all the boats 
to venture onto the water but many 
did with no problems.
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Plans and results - 2021 racing 

We have staggered through the normal Seasonal events - with what remains of the year filled with racing both 
serious and not so serious. This is what has happened so far this year.

The Spring Series 2021 was much truncated (and thus casual) and ended after four weeks on 11 May 2021. The 
Big Boats were won by John Millward, the IOMs by Nigel Barrow and the Dragons by Mike Christie.
The Summer Cup (over eight days) started on 25 May 2021 and now has only one day’s racing left - on 31 Au-
gust. At present the IOMs are being led by Nick Royse with Roger Carter close behind. The Dragons are led by 
Mike Christie with Steve Hill in second place and in the Big Boats, Barry White leads from a chasing pack led 
by Peter Mitchell.
The Autumn Cup (over four rounds) starts on 21 September and ends on 26 October. All three Classes 
(Big boats, IOMs and DF) will have the same arrangements.
The Winter Cup will begin on 2 November 2021 and runs until 18 January 2022 - with four rounds. 

Congratulations to all our winners and after all the upheavals of the last 18 months or so please can 
we all look forward to enjoying our sailing and racing again. It is planned to present the Cup, Prizes et al at the 
AGM in early 2022 - along with the Most Improved Sailor award. The full Sailing Calendar 2021/early 2022 is on 
the FPSC website.

In addition there was the first Quad Club event (IOMs) held between Frensham, Emsworth, Hampton Court 
and Woking on Wednesday 9 June 2021. There were a minimum of five skippers/boats per team and although we 
came fourth of four it was a most enjoyable day’s racing. There are tentative plans to hold a similar event at one 
of the other three venues in late 2021.
As mentioned above, the Nick’s Knots Trophy event takes place on Wednesday 15 September 2021 and if any 
member wants to come along to race (or help out) they would be most welcome.

MYG Charity 
Our chosen Charity for 2021 is the Woodlarks Campsite, Farnham which provides care and support for 
people with a range of disabilities - including outdoor/camping activities. It was intended to invite a number of 
the Woodlarks patients/guests to come along and participate/watch our sailing during 2021 - but that now looks 
unlikely to happen this year. 
Thank you to all members for their wonderful donations in 2021 and the contents of the orange bucket used to 
do the collecting now amounts to £488 - with the two auctions of Radio kit very kindly donated by Graham 
Whitehead and Tony Schlaeppi having now been completed and yielding £230 of this total. Wonderful!
So enormous thanks are due to all who have contributed to this excellent cause.
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Our three new members are….. 

Martin Masters 
I am ex-Army and have windsurfed, dinghy and big boat sailed - mostly courtesy of the Army. My radio sailing has 
progressed in drastic fits and starts due to various family illness problem - not the least my own kidney stone is-
sues. I work at Winchester College part time, so term time is difficult to attend sailing and I have a static caravan 
in Swanage so in the holidays I frequent that too - but Radio ailing is my long term hobby/project. To meet that 
need I am in the process of designing a man shed to withdraw to. My appearances will be sporadic initially and 
my sailing rather poor until I can put some time in. So No 161 is rather the back marker just now. 
I live in Winchester and drive an electric car and would never go back to anything else. 

Paul Tickner 
Aged 68 and living with Janet. I have 2 children and 4 Grandchildren. Trying to fully retire from Self Employment 
in Technical Sales.
Before Radio Yachting I was very involved in preparing and driving single seat racing cars – up to International 
F3. During the early 90s I met Roger Stollery who soon involved me at Guildford MYC and in moulding Roar 
Edge Marbleheads - I supplied around 30 to many countries. I also sailed at a number of World and European 
Marblehead Championships and 1994 was memorable in Cape Town as the first International event to use the 
new national anthem – before they were meant to, which caused a bit of a rumpus.
I also managed to win a couple of 36R championships with Flurtation, now a thrice-winning boat.
I sailed a Solo at Frensham for a couple of years with conspicuous absence of results.
After the 2000 Worlds at Mar Menor, I went back to motor racing and only stopped a couple of years ago.
Now with new knees I am looking forward to spending more time at the lake and with my classic cars in retire-
ment.

John Tyers 
My working life has been in the motor trade and manufacturing. I’ve spent the last 20 years working in engineer-
ing and have done lots of welding, some lathe work and also CNC and manual milling/machining. 
I’ve enjoyed what I’ve done over the years but at 58 the time has come to hang up my welding mask and I’ll be 
retiring very soon. I’m not completely new to RC sailing though it’s been around 6 years since I last sailed. Back 
then I had a Micro Magic and not enough time to sail it. Things have changed and I now have plenty of time and 
two new boats. 
Other members may want to know (or may not!) that I don’t know the rules for racing and that I’m very keen on 
sausages (along with about half the RSG?!  Ed.)!

A warm welcome to all three and indeed anyone who slipped through the COVID affected net over the last 18 
months or so. We do hope you find the racing and general enjoyment levels as you would like them to be!

Martin Wilson RIP 
On a much sadder note, we were all shocked to hear of the death of Martin Wilson in mid July. He was diagnosed 
with a brain tumour (which proved to be inoperable) only in May 2021 and treatment was not possible. His wife 
Sheila is in our thoughts along with his family. He sailed (for those who can remember our pre-lockdown activi-
ties) a red IOM with a big toothy jaws motif on the bow. He was a delightful addition to our members over the 
last 2 years or so and will be much missed.
Our sincere condolences to all his family.
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Race Officer (RO) and Duty Officer (DO) Rotas 
There has been no Rota of RO duties since the lockdown started when we ceased sailing in early 2020. We now 
have 7 active DOs and about 15 ROs left over from the old RO rota system - but not all of the latter are quali-
fied to drive our rib.

It is planned that we continue to live without a rota for RO duties - with the DO duties being as 
shown on the FPSC website.  What this actually means to the Big Boats and IOMs is that the 
recording of finishing orders will be done by the skippers in the fleet not racing and then swapped 
over at the end of each race. The Dragons are unaffected as they set courses and record scores 
among themselves anyway. 

More importantly, please see what you can do to help out with getting the rib out and 
the racing marks put out to avoid over-taxing willing volunteers - especially  those 
who arrive early at the lake. It is unfair on the same few if they end up doing too 
much of this work. 
Thank you. 

New Rib/motor 
In early May 2021 the club (FPSC that is - not just us) invested in a brand new electric outboard for use on the 
white rib. 
This arrived with a list of “dos and don’ts” and is rather different from its four-stroke internal combustion pre-
decessor - the main joyous difference being of course that is starts first time every time! It performs excellently 
even in the blow on May 4 in terms of ability to push the rib along at a good pace and is easily controlled via the 
twist-grip control. It can be a bit fiddly to raise and lower until familiarity is achieved and it draws a bit more 
than the old motor - so please be careful when launching and retrieving especially if the water levels are seen to 
be low. Please remember to store it in the shed with the motor lifted after use. 
Overall, we (that is the people who have used it to date) are delighted with this improvement in our kit - and of 
course it is rather greener than the old motor, which should please everyone.
If you are unsure about how it operates etc please ask a DO.

Our injured or ailing members 

As ever, our Welfare Officer is vigilant and is in touch with the progress of…..
Mark Greenwood is now back home and waiting until he can resume sailing with us.
Tony Dunn is still a bit poorly and waiting to fully exit his lockdown protection when it is safe to do so. We look 
forward to seeing you at the lake again soon, Tony. He has resumed duty at Crossways so that must be a good sign!
Keith Mayson was exiting lockdown satisfactorily if a little slowly until, in mid August, his wife had a fall down 
their stairs, broke her ankle badly and a vertebra in her back less badly and was whisked off to St George’s, Toot-
ing for treatment. We wish her a speedy and full recovery. 
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Your Radio Sailing Group and its Steering Group 

Members may recall a note a couple of months or so ago addressed to all and asking for volunteers to take over 
from two of the longer serving members of the Steering Group (SG) - namely Keith Parrott (Sailing Secretary) 
and Roger Carter (Bosun). 
It was very heartening to receive pretty rapidly offers from two of our number (Peter Mitchell and Chris Pearce) 
indicating that they would be prepared to take over these two jobs. Thank you very much to them - and please 
don’t change your minds before the AGM in January!
Thanks are due to both of our departing SG members for their sterling work over the last years and I hope they 
appreciate how grateful all members are for all their hard work. Thank you to them both.

In addition to fighting our way through COVID restrictions etc, the SG decided to revise the Sailing Instruc-
tions (SI) which had been untouched for 5 years or so and needed updating to include the Dragon fleet and other 
items. The only changes of great significance which apply to all were the slight reduction in the number of dis-
cards allowed for Series racing and the scoring of results by member/skipper rather than by boat. All members 
were invited to express a view and it has to be said that of around 45 members in total, only about 10-15% 
showed any interest at all. The revised SI will be used from Day 1 of the Autumn Series and the results of the 
Summer Series will be scored on both the old SI and the new SI basis to see what the differences are. They will 
also be put to the 2022 AGM for ratification. Thank you to all who expressed a view.

IOMs in action (numbers indicate that this is clearly before the lockdown!)  
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MYG Honours Board at August 2021

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Big 
Boats

Spring Roger 
Pearce

Roger 
Pearce

Nick 
Royse

Roger 
Pearce

Geoff Wat-
chorn

Not held John Mill-
ward

Summer Graham 
Whitehead

Rod Evans Peter 
Mitchell

Peter 
Mitchell

Roger 
Pearce

Not held

Autumn Roger 
Pearce

Roger 
Pearce

Ian Garner Roger 
Pearce

Paul 
Brooks

Not held

Frostbite Not held Not held Roger 
Pearce

Peter 
Mitchell

Roger 
Pearce

Not held

IOMs Spring Mike Christie Mike 
Christie

Mike 
Christie

Chris 
Pearce

Roger 
Pearce

Not held Nigel Bar-
row

Summer Nick Royse Roger 
Pearce

Nick 
Royse

Roger 
Pearce

Nick Royse Not held

Autumn Nick Royse Nick Royse Barry 
White

Roger 
Carter

Roger 
Pearce

Not held

Frostbite Not held Not held Barry 
White

John 
Haine

Nick Royse Not held

Dragons Dragon 
Trophy

Graham 
Whitehead

Ian Garner Mike 
Christie

Mike 
Christie

Not held

Spring 
Cup

Mike 
Christie

Broom-
stick

Peter 
Mitchell

Rod Evans John 
Sturgeon

Roger 
Pearce

Paul 
Brooks

Paul Brooks

COVID 
Cup

Big Boats Not held Not held Not held Not held Not held Roger 
Pearce/Paul 
Brooks

IOMs Not held Not held Not held Not held Not held Nigel Barrow

Dragons Not held Not held Not held Not held Not held Steve Hill

Opens 10R/M 
tankard

Not held Not held Roger 
Pearce

David 
Potter

Roger 
Stollery

Not held Not held

Nick’s 
Knots

Not held David Allin-
son

Dave An-
drews

David 
Adam

Dave An-
drews

Not held

Footy 
Videlo 
Globe

Peter Shep-
herd

Peter 
Shepherd

Peter 
Shepherd

Peter 
Shepherd

Peter 
Shepherd

Not held Not held

The MYG Winners 
The current Honours Board is shown on the next page. Every effort has been made to include accurately all the 
various Open and other events over the last six years or so of the life of the RSG but, as our knowledgeable and 
eagle-eyed members will notice, some of the winners are missing.  Please let your Editor know if you can fill any 
gaps - along with any corrections required. Thank you.


